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railway contractor; and a great colliery and irou work-
proprietor. " Well do I remember," he says, u the
beginning of my career as an engineer, and the great
perseverance that was required for me to get on. Not
having served an apprenticeship, I had made up my-1
mind to go to America, considering that no one would
trust me to act as an engineer. However, I was
trusted in some small matters, and succeeded in giving
satisfaction. Greater trusts were reposed in me, in
which I also succeeded. Soon after, I commenced
making the locomotive engine : and the results of my
perseverance you have this day witnessed : and fur-
ther, let me say that I've dined with princes, peers,
and commoners., with persons of all classes, from the
humblest to the highest." Here was a man, at one
time weeping over overwhelming difficulties ; and
then, rising out of them, finding himself a benefactor
of the world !

John Kitto was a still more striking illustration of
the fact that most precious jewels arc
Jo&n Kitto.         sometimes found in dust-heaps.    The
son of a drunkard, he began life in a poor garret, feeble
and deformed.    At eleven years of age,   he was ap-
prenticed to a barber.   At twelve, he was engaged in
repairing a house, when his foot slipped from a lad-
der, and he fell thirty-five feet on to a. stone pave-
ment, and was taken up as dead.    From that moment
he never heard a sound ; his sense  of hearing was
completely extinguished.    At  fifteen,  he  began  to
draw, and hawked his pictuf.es at Plymouth fair ; but
soon found himself a parish pauper in the work-house ;
where he became a skilful shoe-maker. Then he turned
to writing essays that showed great talent; and he
was taken out of the work-house under distinguished
patronage.    Later on, he became ft tutor, and travel-
led to tfye Bast.    Returning' home, he prosecuted his